Recovery of unused operating room supplies for overseas orthopedic surgery.
Recovery of surplus operating room (OR) materials may contribute needed supplies to volunteer overseas surgical efforts. However, recovery often generates supplies that are highly heterogeneous in nature. In order to evaluate the nature and quantity of supplies useful to orthopedic surgical missions, the present investigation evaluated the material generated from 381 consecutive orthopedic cases performed during three 3-month assessment periods over 3 years. The amount of recovered material varied markedly within and among procedure types as well as surgeons. Nevertheless, the long-term, OR-wide recovery program at Yale-New Haven Hospital has provided a highly reliable source of usable materials over the 4-year life of the program.